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April 22, 2016 

e-mail 

 

RACHEL LOMONACO 

MEDDIE PERRY, CGWP 

VHB 

40 IDX DR. 

S. BURLINGTON, VT 05403 

 

RE: Work Plan – Middlebury WRCS(23) Bridge Project, Middlebury, Vermont  

 

Dear Ms. Lomonaco and Mr. Perry: 

 

The Sites Management Section (SMS) has reviewed the ‘Middlebury WRCS(23) Bridge Project, Pre-

Construction Soil and Groundwater Sampling Work Plan’.  The draft work plan was submitted by VHB and is 

dated April 18, 2016.  The work plan is for an environmental investigation along the Vermont Railway track in 

Middlebury where the Main Street and Merchants Row bridges cross the track.  The purpose is to identify 

contaminated groundwater and soil so that these materials can be managed appropriately during construction. 

 

The SMS has a number of comments that should be addressed before we can approve the work plan.  Please 

resubmit the work plan with the requested changes and highlight the changes so they may be reviewed: 

 

1. The SMS believes that thorough review of the site at the project outset will minimize the chance of 

‘surprises’ which may lead to delays and/or cost overruns.  Review of Sanborn Maps, while required, is 

not a sufficient site investigation.  A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment as per ASTM E1527-13 

should be conducted for the project limits.   

 

2. The Phase 1 ESA report should be submitted for SMS review prior to the implementing the proposed 

field work.  Comments #4 through #8 should be incorporated in the draft sampling work plan, however 

this work plan will not receive SMS approval until the Phase 1 ESA can be reviewed and any additional 

work, if necessary, can be added to the sampling plan. 

  

3. Please submit copies of the of Sanborn Insurance Maps that were reviewed and mark the maps with the 

project boundaries.   

 

4. Groundwater sampling is proposed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) only.  Please 

revise this to include SVOCs, RCRA 8 metals, TPH DRO and GRO, PCBs, pesticides and 
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herbicides, i.e. the same analyses as for the soil samples.  Metals samples should be unfiltered. 

 

5. The groundwater monitor wells installed to investigate the October 22, 2007 train derailment are 

proposed to be used for sampling along the rail line.  Please show the additional monitor wells to be 

installed for this investigation on the site maps.  Note that some of the existing monitor wells are no 

longer being sampled for the train derailment, since VOC contamination has declined. For the Bridge 

Project investigation all monitor wells should be used. 

 

6. The train derailment monitor wells do not include stations 10+25 to 13+00 and 36+00 to 45+75; in 

addition, no monitor wells are shown on the temporary access road stations 10+00 to 13+00.  

Groundwater monitor wells should also be installed to investigate these locations. 

 

7. Monitor well depth is proposed to be ‘construction depth or bedrock, whichever is shallower’.  Monitor 

well depth should be to the water table, even if that below the construction depth. 

 

8. Pentachlorophenol (PCP) should be added to the analysis list for groundwater and soil samples. 

 

If I can be of assistance, please feel free to contact me at (802)522-5614 or gerold.noyes@vermont.gov.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Gerold Noyes, P.E. 

Environmental Engineer 

Sites Management Section 

 

CC: Jim Gish, Town of Middlebury 

Kathleen Ramsay, Town of Middlebury 

Joel Perrigo, VTrans 

Jeff Ramsey, VTrans 

Andy Shively, VTrans 

Andrea Wright, VTrans 

Mark Colgan, VHB 

Megan Suffel, VHB 
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